OER Copyright Review Checklist

Be sure to review this checklist BEFORE you begin development work so that you are designing your OER
with these best practices in mind from the beginning.

Important Terms

Copyright - the legal protection that gives the copyright owner the right to reproduce, adapt, distribute,
display, and perform the work. Copyright covers both published and unpublished works. Works do not
need to be registered.

Copyright licenses - outline the specific permissions and restrictions that a copyright holder grants to
someone else.

Open License (e.g. Creative Commons) — a license that grants permission to access, re-use and
redistribute a work with few or no restrictions

Attribution —giving credit to a particular person or organization as the creator or copyright holder of a
work. All open licenses have an attribution requirement.

Citation - allows authors to provide the source of any quotations, ideas, and information that they

include in their own work based on the copyrighted works of other authors.

Contacts
For assistance with Creative Commons licensing or attribution questions: jen.hughes@slcc.edu

For assistance with fair use analyses: ann.richins@slcc.edu or jen.hughes@slcc.edu

Checklist

QO Graphics: All graphics (charts, pictures, clip art) are openly licensed, in the public domain, used
under the fair use copyright exception, created by you, or you have obtained written permission
to use.

o If used under “fair use” you must perform a fair use analysis — see the ALA Fair Use
Evaluator or contact Jen Hughes/Ann Richins for assistance.

O Text: All written content is original, openly licensed, in the public domain, used under the fair
use copyright exception, created by you, or you have obtained written permission to use.

o If used under “fair use” you must perform a fair use analysis — see the ALA Fair Use
Evaluator or contact Jen Hughes/Ann Richins for assistance.

Q Attribution: An attribution statement for each content element from a different source that is
openly licensed has been included. This attribution includes the title (if known), author, license
and links to those items.

Examples:
Graphics:_ Mimosa pudica by Hrushikesh is in the public domain

Except where otherwise noted, this work is licensed CC BY. Adapted by Jen Hughes for Qpen SLCC from Open Licensing Checklist by
Barbara Soots, Washington OSPI OER Project, CC BY.
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Text: Creative Commons Certificate for Educators and Librarians by Creative Commons, CC BY

Video: A Review of the Effectiveness & Perceptions of Open Educational Resources As Compared
to Textbooks by Research Shorts, CC BY.

Q Citations: A citation is included for each content element from a different source that is not
openly licensed. Use whatever standardized format is most applicable — just be consistent across

the OER.

Citation

Attribution

Academic and legal purposes (plagiarism and copyright
infringement).

Legal purposes (e.g., rules of Creative Commons
licenses).

The rights of the copy (meaning copyright) are NOT
shared with the general public by the copyright holder.

Copyright IS shared with the general public by the
copyright holder by marking the work with an
open-copyright license.

Protects an author who wants to refer to a restricted
work by another author.

Author of an open work has given advanced
permissions to use their work.

Used to quote or paraphrase a limited portion of a
restricted work.

Used to quote (or paraphrase) all or a portion of an
openly licensed work.

Can paraphrase, but cannot change work without
permission.

Author has given advanced permission to change
work.

Many citation styles are available: APA, Chicago, MLA.

Attribution statement styles are still emerging, but
there are some defined best practices.

A reference list of cited resources are typically placed
at the end of the book.

Attribution statements are found on the same page
as the resource.

“Citation vs. Attribution” from Self-Publishing Guide by BCcampus, CC BY

O CC Licensing: Choose your CC license that does not conflict with the license(s) that govern
work you are including (if applicable).
If you are adapting an existing OER you need to be mindful of the restrictions of the
original OER’s CC license. Refer to the "Adapter's License Chart" by Creative Commons to
establish your CC licensing options for your finalized OER or contact Jen Hughes for
assistance.
U Open License and associated links have been added to the OER. (Contact Jen Hughes for
assistance.)

Example for Original Work:

Resource by Copyright Holder(s) is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License.

Examples for Adapted Work:

Example Resource is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0
International License. This is a derivative work by Jane Doe adapted from QOriginal Resource Name by
Original Creator, CC BY-NC-SA.

Library OER Support Guidelines by Jen Hughes is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution
4.0 International License, except where otherwise noted.

Except where otherwise noted, this work is licensed CC BY. Adapted by Jen Hughes for Qpen SLCC from Open Licensing Checklist by
Barbara Soots, Washington OSPI OER Project, CC BY.
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Chapter is adapted from: Concepts in Biology by Samantha Fowler, Rebecca Roush, and James
Wise, published by OpenStax, licensed under CC BY 4.0, click here to access for free.

Resources

Copyright
“Citation vs. Attribution” from Self-Publishing Guide by BCcampus, CC BY.

“Fair Use Evaluator,” by Michael Brewer & ALA Office for Information Technology Policy, CC BY-NC-SA.

Creative Commons
“Creative Commons Kiwi” by Creative Commons Aotearoa New Zealand, CC BY 3.0 New Zealand. (A great
five-minute introduction to all the parts of a CC license.)

"Best practices for attribution" by Creative Commons, CC BY.
"Marking/Creators/Marking third party content" by Creative Commons, CC BY.

“Open Attribution Builder” by Open Washington — State Board for Community and Technical College, CC
BY.

Adapter's License Chart" by Creative Commons, CC BY.

"CC License Compatibility" for remixing by Creative Commons, CC BY.

Open Textbook Library
Criteria for submitting an OER to the Open Textbook Library.

Except where otherwise noted, this work is licensed CC BY. Adapted by Jen Hughes for Qpen SLCC from Open Licensing Checklist by
Barbara Soots, Washington OSPI OER Project, CC BY.
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